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THE AFRICANS.

when protecting the column.     Their fire was more severe

than that of the best archers of the day.
*

The ordinary light footman had lance and

javelins and a small round shield of hide-cov-
ered wood. He was a
fine marcher, and some
of the men could keep
pace with a galloping
horse.

Light Footman.

They and the Gauls were
wont to indulge in fearful outcries
in battle. They were very clever
in casting darts, and were not apt
to miss their aim at any fair dis-
tance.

The    Africans    were    straight-
featured, strong and hardy.    They

shaved  their heads  and left but a small fringe of beard.

They tattooed extensively.    They wore a red hood, a white

woolen  shirt  hanging  to  the

knees and belted at the waist.

A bournous, or cloak, or the

skin of a goat or some wild

beast, covered their shoulders.

Their legs were bare.    A long

lance, bow and arrows, a buck-
ler of elephant's or bull's hide,

sometimes a long sword, were

their   weapons.       Some   had

special   arms,   such   as   flails,

and harpoons held by a cord.

men with the Roman weapons picked up on the battle-fields

of the Trebia and Trasimene and Cannae.     The Africans

were peculiarly tough, faithful and uncomplaining.     They

African.

Later, Hannibal armed theses
